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Shakspeare and Congreve.          [A.D. n
he recollected none in Shakspeare equal to it. ' But, (s Garrick, all alarmed for the ' God of his idolatry V) we kn not the extent and variety of his powers. We are to s! pose there are such passages in his works. Shakspeare m not suffer from the badness of our memories.' Johns diverted by this enthusiastick jealousy, went on with grea ardour: ' No, Sir; Congreve has nature/ (smiling on ' tragick eagerness of Garrick;) but composing himself, added, ' Sir, this is not comparing Congreve on the whc with Shakspeare on the whole; but only maintaining ti Congreve has one finer passage than any that can be fou in Shakspeare. Sir, a man may have no more than guineas in the world, but he may have those ten guin in one piece; and so may have a finer piece than a n who has ten thousand pounds: but then he has only one t guinea piece. What I mean is, that you can shew me
Leonora.—Hark!
Almeria.—No, all is hush'd and still as death,—Tis dreadfr
How reverend is the face of this tall pile,
Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads,
To bear aloft its arch'd and ponderous roof,
By its own weight made stedfast and immoveable,
Looking tranquillity!   It strikes an awe
And terror on my aching sight; the tombs
And monumental caves of death look cold,
And shoot a chillness to my trembling heart.
Give me thy hand, and let me hear thy voice;
Nay, quickly speak to me, and let me hear
Thy voice—my own affrights me with its echoes.'
Act ii. sc. 1                    ' Swear by thy gracious self,
Which is the god of my idolatry.'
Romeo and Juliet, act ii. sc.
He was a God with whom he ventured to take great liberties. 1 on Jan. 10, 1776, he wrote:—' I have ventured to produce Hamlet \ alterations. It was the most imprudent thing I ever did in all my '. but I had sworn I would not leave the stage till I had rescued i noble play from all the rubbish of the fifth act. I have brougl" forth without the grave-digger's trick and the fencing match, alterations were received with general approbation beyond my n warm expectations.' Garrick Corres. ii. 126. See ante, ii. 90, note
pass
